Media Alert

Event Franklin D. Watkins Award Banquet

Description Award presented to the top African American High
School Scholar Athlete in the U.S. Five finalists from
around the country will be in Century City, CA vying
for this coveted prestigious award.

Date: Saturday, February 23, 2008

Place: Inter Continental Hotel
2151 Avenue of the Stars
Century City, CA
310-284-6500

Time: Media Reception 5:00 p.m.
Banquet 6:00 p.m.

Keynote Speaker: William C. Rhoden, Sports Writer
New York Times

Special Guests: Councilmember Bernard C. Parks
Claudia Jordan, Model & Actress
Lamont KingkaLazee Lamont, Comedian/Writer,
Radio Personality



Franklin D. Watkins
Memorial Trophy Award

BACKGROUND

The Franklin D. Watkins Memorial Trophy Award was initiated in 1992 to promote academic
excellence among young AfricAmerican males. As unavoidable role models on the "image" front
lines, talented athletes especially in football, basketball and baseballdefine what the emerging
generations of AfricaAmerican males will value, and the aspirations they will have. The Watkins
Award is a means for recognizing exceptionally talented Afrig@erican male athletes who, by their
example, help promote high academic standards and a commitment to community service.

Since 1992 fifteen high school seniors have been honored with the title "Premiere -Ameaican

Mal e Scholar Athlete. " This past two years?®o
early to attend Oregon and Florida State. Three of these have received athletic scholarships from
Stanford University (Michael Craven, Marcus McCutcheon, and Ekom Udofia); three of them receivec
athletic scholarships to play for Penn State (Deryck Toles, Ahmad Collins and Shawn Lee); three mor
accepted athletic scholarships at Notre Dame (Raki Nelson, Grant Irons, and Darius Walker); and one
at the University of Pittsburgh (Darnell Dinkins). Our first recipient (Robert Tate), was from the University
of Cincinnati. Ronald Curry, the first scholar athlete to receive the Jostens trophy, selected the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The ninth annual Watkins Award recipient, Marcus Houston,
attended Colorado State and Sam Cheatham, the twelfth winner, is attending Northwestern.

Several others have been honored as elite members of the Watkins Family such as LaVarr Arrington,
Shane Battier, Lorenzo Alexander, Justin Blalock, Marcedes Lewis, Ernie Sims Ill, Ted Ginn Jr., Dari
Richard, Vincent Oghabaase, Cody Douglas, JR Lemon and many more.

Because of their concern with helping students recognize the value of education and increasing the
awareness and involvement of parents and businesses throughout the community, Jostens Inc., througt
Renaissance program, has produced an elegant Franklin D. Watkins Memorial Trophy for the winner
and plaques for the runners up. As a tribute to Afrisarerican high school seniors for their
outstanding achievements in athletics, scholarship, and community service, the Watkins Trophy Award
forcefully demonstrating that academic excellence and community service are valued and rewarded.

WHY FOCUS ON AFRICAMWIERICAN MALES IN HIGH SCHOOL?

Available data consistently show that while Afriarerican females are making gains in education,
AfricanrAmerican males in the 18 to 26 age bracket are far more likely to be involved at some level
with the criminal justice system rather than higher education. In July, 2000 the National Urban League
reported, for example, that while Africehmer i can f emal e PhDds -incre
Ameri can mal daecriedsddiy 2%. dJlesec@nsisteyt trends are reasons enough to focus
attention on the development of AfriecAmerican males while they are still in a high school setting.
While there have been aflut efforts to recruit collegiate sports stars, there has been little focus on
developing opportunities at the high school level to motivate Aficeenican males to seriously
pursue higher education. The Watkins Trophy Awards program recognizes the expressed value of
education in the pursuit of athletic goals and serves to encourage young men to pursue this balance of
success.




WHAT MAKES THE WATKINS AWARD SPECIAL?

By the time a high school senior is a finalist for the Franklin D. Watkins Memorial Trophy Award, he
will have received numerous awards, dominated the attention of high school recruiting magazines,
and appeared regularly in the media. What then does the Watkins Trophy Award bring to a young
man's life?

The true significance of the Watkins Trophy Award can be captured in one-WBeKPECTATION".
Watkins Trophy Award finalists are expected to be leaders in efforts to empower and improve
disadvantaged communities. It brings young mentéefaee with the reality that through sports,

they have an opportunity and an obligation to do more for their communities. What they do and say
will transcend sports and have a major impact on society. Excerpts from a letter by Shane Battier
(Houston Rockets), a 1997 finalist, illustrates what is expected of Watkins Trophy Award recipients.

"Throughout my adolescence, | have not been the "average teenager." My stature and
character have always set me apart. Some call me an inspiration, a leader, and pillar in
the community. Being a 6'8ltelligent,articulate, black man, | know | defy many
stereotypes that modern society places upon me. | know | am different. | do not run nor
duck my uniqueness, but rather embrace it, and take advantage of it to become a leader
in our society. | show society that one can be successful at all vantage points in life
without compromising one's integrity and morals. | show the world that even in a very
technologically advanced society;fasdtiioned hard work still pays off. My success
transcends economic, racial and social boundaries to provide a standard for people of
al | races, rel i gi @asison olaleader very sergodslky.d believet a k e my
that along with my success on the basketball court comes the responsibility of being a
role model and teacher for not just today's youth but society as a whole. A responsibility
that does not end with the end of my basketball career, but one that | will continue to
uphold throughout my | ifeé"

ELIGIBILITY

AfricanAmerican high school athletes in football, basketball and baseball who expect to graduate
from high school by June 2008, and who have exhibited in their personal lives a commitment to high
academic standards and substantive servi@specially to the disadvantaged in our sociegyre

invited to apply for the 17th Franklin D. Watkins Memorial Trophy Award. To apply for the award,
each AfricaPAmerican scholar athlete must provide the following by the application deadline
(November 12, 2007):

1. A completed application.

2. An official high school transcript.

3. 3 letters of recommendation, preferably from a high school official, community leader, and a
member of the local media.

. 500-1000 word essay.

. $25 application fee, payable to NAAAA (fee can be waived if necessary).

. One page profile and two (2) photos.
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N
(j The National Alliance of African American Athletes

ABOUT THE ALLIANCE

The National Alliance of African American Athletes was established in 1989. The goal of
the organization is to facilitate the development of African American Men and Boys in
American society.he Alliancea 501(c) 3 association, is a working collaborative of three
components: Programs and Public Education, The Black Male Athlete Economic Cluster ai
The African American Male Information Initiative.

OUR VISION

We believe that at the most basic level, ALL African males want a secure home, a family,
good health, friends, meaningful employment and a presence in their community.

OUR MISSION

We seek to develop a collective empowerment of Black male athletes, then utilize that
social and economic power to foster leadership in the objective evaluation of the current
challenges facing African American male youth and act as a change agent, creating
activities and opportunities that encourage these young men to realize their full potential
as productive members of their communities and our nation.

OUR GOAL
Creating an ECONOMIC opportunity through EDUCATION for Black men to be FATHERS.

Initiatives
African American Male Information

Missiofi To collect and distribute enough information on African American males to have
a measurable impact on America. Our first steps toward empowerment are information
and communication. We must collect, analyze, create and assemble the right kind of
information about African American males. This information must then be distributed in an
effective and timely manner. The facilitation of this dynamic is at the core of our
community acting collectively.

Black Male Athlete Economic Cluster

Missiofl To develop a communication tool that promotes the collective Social and Economic Empowerme
of African American male athletes. We are focused on creating opportunities for athletes to invest their
time and money soundly.

These opportunities will have two (2) areas of concentration:

1. Allowing Black athletes to manage and invest their resources as effectively and productively as
possible.

2. Whenever possible, to invest in projects that not only make good business sense, but that
empower and employ people from the African American community.



